Waqas Khwaja 






            Buttrick 226, Ext. 5056 
Office hours: MW 3:30-5:00 pm 



                             
   Buttrick 215

       or by appointment                                     



            TTh 2:00-3:15
Spring 2018
English 322: Studies in Victorian Fiction—The Brontë Sisters
About the Course

From one family in a small village in Haworth emerged three outstanding novelists in the Victorian period. To this day the romance and mystique of their lives and work continue to draw ever new admirers and scholars to their novels, poetry, and notebooks as also to the village where they were born and the places they traveled to in their lives. Between them, the three Brontë sisters produced a notable corpus of poetry and seven memorable novels, at least five of which have acquired a cherished position in the English literary canon—Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and Villette, Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights, and Anne Brontë’s The Tenant of Wildfell Hall and Agnes Grey. The other two, Charlotte Brontë’s The Professor and Shirley, are better known to scholars than to readers generally. In this course, we will study the listed productions of the Brontë sisters and a selection of their poetry. To contextualize the study we will also read a contemporary biography of Charlotte Brontë by another remarkable Victorian novelist, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Helen MacEwan’s The Brontës in Brussels, a more recent account of Charlotte and Emily’s time at the Pensionnat Héger. 
The course will focus on examining the contribution of the sisters to the development of the novel form, among others the bildungsroman, the “governess novel,” the providential novel, the romantic novel, and the novel of psychological realism. In the process, it seeks to interrogate the contrasts between the Romantic and the Victorian, the revolutionary and the reactionary, and the atavistic versus the realistic, or modern strains in these works. The discussions and analyses will take into account debates about gender and the woman question, as well as ideologies of race, class, gender and empire during the Victorian period and study how the texts relate to, or are in dialogue, with them. Central to our study of the assigned texts is the critical examination of relationships, interactions and outcomes among dominant and marginalized cultures, subcultures and groups, such as women, minorities, racial others, and those discriminated against on the basis of race, class or social rank. We will also look at modern critical work on the Brontës and seek to separate the reality of the authors from the myths that may have developed in earlier accounts of them.
Course Schedule

Jan. 09 Introduction; hand out course syllabus; explanation of course requirements.

 We will begin each class period with a review of assigned material and move on 

 to a discussion of work by students. 

        11 Jane Eyre, Vol. I, Chapters 1-15, pp 9-138
        16 Jane Eyre, Vol. II, Chapters 16-26, pp 139-266
        18 Jane Eyre; Vol. III, Chapters 27-38, pp 266-403; Journal Entry 1
        23 Jane Eyre
        25 Wuthering Heights, pp 3-71
        30 Wuthering Heights, pp 71-258
Feb. 01 Wuthering Heights; Journal Entry 2
        06 Agnes Grey, complete
        08 Agnes Grey; Journal Entry 3
        13 The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Vol. I, Chapters I-XX, pp 9-152
        15 The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Vol. II, Chapters XXI-LX, pp 153-312
        20 The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Vol. III, Chapters XLI-LIII, pp 313-416
        22 The Tennant of Wildfell Hall; Journal Entry 4
         27 Life of Charlotte Brontë, Vol. I, Chapters I-XIV, pp 9-241
Mar. 01 Life of Charlotte Brontë; Vol. II, Chapters I-VI, pp 241-352, Journal Entry, 5; first research
 paper due (8-10 pages)
PEAK WEEK & SPRING BREAK (March 02-18)

Recommended: Finish The Brontës in Brussels over this period

         20 Life of Charlotte Brontë, Vol. II, Chapters VII-XIV, pp 352-457   
         22 The Brontës in Brussels; Journal Entry 6
         27 Villette, Vol. I, Chapters I-XV, pp 7-181
         29 Villette, Vol. II, Chapters XVI-XXVII, pp 185-356
Apr. 03 Villette, Vol. III, Chapters XXVIII-XLII, pp 359-546
         05 Villette; Journal Entry 7
         10 Shirley, Vol. I, pp 5-174
         12 Shirley, Vol. II, pp 175-349
         17 Shirley, Vol. III, pp 351-542
         19 Shirley; Journal Entry 8
         24 SpArc—No classes

         26 The Professor, complete
May 01 The Professor; Final research paper due (8-10 pages)
Texts

Required

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (1847)—Fourth Norton Critical Edition. 2016.


 Shirley (1849)—Oxford World’s Classics. 2007/2008.


 Villette (1853)—Penguin Classics. 2004.


 The Professor (1857)—Oxford World’s Classics. 1998/2008.
Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights (1847)—Fourth Norton Critical Edition. 2002.
Anne Brontë, Agnes Grey (1847)—Oxford World’s Classics. 2010.

        The Tenant of Wildfell Hall (1848)—Oxford World’s Classics. 2008.
Elizabeth Gaskell, The Life of Charlotte Brontë (1857)—Oxford World’s Classics. 1996/2001/2009.
Recommended

Helen MacEwan, The Brontës in Brussels (2014).

Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Brontë, The Poems of Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell (1846).
Right to make modifications to this syllabus reserved.

LATE PAPERS, ATTENDANCE POLICY, AND PUNCTUALITY: The Department of English requires that all assignments must be completed for a student to receive credit for the course. The college policy of penalization by 1/3 letter grade for each day an assignment or written work is late shall be followed. All work is due strictly on the day designated for its submission or completion. An extension may be granted only under exceptional circumstances that constitute a clear and unexpected emergency. Punctuality, attendance, and coming prepared to class are crucial to this course. Six missed classes without compelling cause or prior permission shall result in "F" for the course. Each absence without cause or excuse will affect the grade negatively in proportion. 
Journal Entries: Maintain a journal of your responses to the assigned readings and possible discussion points for each class period through the duration of the semester. You will turn in eight entries (each entry a printed page, around 200 words) to correspond with the books we will read during the semester, one entry for each on the dates specified on your syllabus.

Research papers: Make sure you choose a subject that interests you. If you are not interested in the subject you choose, it is unlikely that you will be motivated to do the scholarly research these assignments require or to produce a superior paper. Have a clear idea of your topic and the thesis you wish to advance in your paper. It may be helpful to think of these assignments as an opportunity to tackle a problem or a question your reading of the text poses for you that you would like to explore or investigate in some depth. Your views and opinions should have been formed after taking into consideration the entire text, so that your argument is not based on a partial and localized reading that disregards the events of the work as a whole.
Consult both conventional library as well as digital resources to locate background and contextual information, critical views, articles, and books on your subject. Use a variety of sources, and do not rely for more than 50% of your secondary sources from online and digital databases. You should have at least six relevant secondary sources of literary criticism on the primary text (or, in the case of multiple texts, on each of the texts) you are discussing in your paper.

Incorporate in your paper only the relevant portion of the information gathered. Enter into a dialogue with the critics and scholars you cite and do not quote passively, i.e., just for the sake of quoting or ornamentation. Ascribe within the text of your paper the quotation and any paraphrased source material you use to the author from whom it originates. Integrate the quoted material into the structure of your argument and exposition. You should make efforts to use a diversified spectrum of sources for your research papers. 

These are guidelines and suggestions. Use them intelligently and imaginatively.
Class Presentations: Each of you is expected to make one, research-based, oral presentation on a novel or movie of your choice during the course of the semester. Students need to choose the text they wish to present on by the start of the third class period. Dates for the presentations shall be allocated on the basis of mutual accommodation, ensuring that no duplication of topics or dates takes place, but the earlier requests will be given priority over the later in case of conflict. Presentations should be no less than 15, and no more than 20 minutes long, express a distinct personal interpretation without ignoring variation in points of view picked up during the research, and be creatively conceived and executed. 

Presentation Summary: A 2-page summary of the research done and the way it influenced or modified your view of the subject should be turned in to your professor at the end of the presentation. The summary should strictly follow the following format:
(i) A clear statement of the area of research, investigation, and analysis, along with the main idea, thesis, or objective of the presentation; 

(ii) A list of sources consulted, taking care to distinguish between primary and secondary sources; 
(iii) The information for the class presentation gathered from these sources properly organized under thematic categories; 
(iv) An explanation of how your scholarly investigation and analysis helps to give you a better understanding to the work on which you are presenting; and
(v) Suggestions for further research on the subject. 
TURN IN YOUR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS IN FOLDERS, AND KEEP A FULL DUPLICATE RECORD OF YOUR WORK WITH YOU AS A RULE.
The Department of English requires that all assignments must be completed for a student to receive credit for the course.
Grading: 1) Participation in class discussion, 10%; 2) Journal entries, 15%; 3) Individual oral presentation, 15%; 4) Summary of oral presentation, 10%; 5) Mid-term research paper, 25%; 5) Final research paper, 25%.

Grading scale:
93 to 100 A 

90 to less than 93 A- 

87 to less than 90 B+ 

83 to less than 87 B 

80 to less than 83 B- 

77 to less than 80 C+ 

73 to less than 77 C 

70 to less than73 C- 

67 to less than 70 D+ 

63 to less than 67 D 

60 to less than 63 D- 

Less than 60 F
Credit and workload: Eng. 322 is a 4-credit course. In addition to in-class time, you will be spending a minimum of 8 hours per week in preparation for our class sessions, completing reading assignments, preparing for class, researching and reading scholarly articles or material on your assigned authors and texts. You should also plan to spend an additional 2-4 hours per week on watching recommended movies on the novels you will be studying for class.
 

Accommodation Statement: Agnes Scott College seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and activities for people with disabilities.  If you will need accommodations in this class, please contact Kelly Deasy in the Office of Academic Advising (X6150) to make complete the registration process. Once registered, please contact me so we can discuss the specific accommodations needed for this course.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s ideas or words without giving them credit.  This can mean using someone’s ideas without proper acknowledgement in papers you are writing for class, copying a sentence directly from a book or journal without citing the source, or turning in the same paper or assignment for different classes without the professors’ knowledge.  There are specific requirements for documenting sources and ideas.  For this course, you are expected to follow the MLA style for citation, documentation, and referencing of sources. Please familiarize yourself with these requirements by consulting the MLA Handbook (available in the McCain Library) or the chapter titled “MLA Style” in the St. Martin’s Handbook. Plagiarism is a serious offense and the penalty ranges from warnings to probation or suspension. 

Please bear in mind that you have all signed the honor pledge, and its terms and principles apply to all your work in this course, as to any other, in this college.

We will also have a class session on academic and intellectual honesty and on the proper use and documentation of sources. In order to retain the subject fresh in our minds, and in keeping with the importance of it, we will return to it periodically throughout the semester. But please feel free to discuss the subject with me individually if you have any doubts or confusions about it.

Course Evaluations: Near the end of the semester you will be notified by e- mail and provided with a link to follow to complete course evaluations on line outside of class. I want you to know that your feedback on the course is extremely valuable to me, the department, and the administration.  In particular, I take your comments very seriously and use them to improve the course the next time I teach it. Please do fill out a course evaluation when you receive the e-mailed link at the end of the semester.

Title IX statement: For the safety of the entire community, any incidence of or information about sexual misconduct must be reported immediately to Title IX Coordinator Karen Gilbert (kgilbert@agnesscott.edu, 404-471-6435) or Deputy Title IX Coordinator Kristian Contreras (kcontreras@agnesscott.edu, 404-471-6394).

Inclusion: This course adheres to the principles of diversity and inclusion integral to the Agnes Scott community. We respect people from all backgrounds and affirm people’s decisions about gender expression and identity. Please feel free to correct me if your preferred name or gender pronoun are different from that listed on the class roster. 

Learning Outcomes

i) Identify the contributions and developments that the writings of the Brontes bring to the form of the novel;

ii) Draw and establish connections between historical, political and social developments in Victorian England and the background, events, themes, and character interactions within the world of the novels;

iii) Identify, compare, and contrast strains of romanticism and the victiorian ethos in the writings of the Bronte sisters;

iv) Describe and explain the dynamics between various cultural, social, and political groups within the novels and appraise them in the context of prevalent ideologies of race, class, gender, and empire.
