Waqas Khwaja                                                                                            Summer II 2009

Buttrick 226, Ext. 5056                                                                               MTWR 10:45-12:50 PM

Office hours: MT  1:00-2:00 PM                                                                

                        or by appointment
English 206

Introduction to Creative Writing

Course Objectives 

1) Introduction to multiple genres of creative writing, non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama, with a view to understanding ways in which they may overlap, draw from each other, and yet be distinct at the same time.

2) Gain familiarity with basic forms and varieties of writing in each genre and practice using them in one’s own creative work.  
3) To develop the skills of successful workshopping by learning to critique the work of fellow students in a useful and informed manner and cultivating the ability to take similar critiques from others without feeling threatened or violated.  
4) To get comfortable with the idea of repeated revisions of one’s work in order to realize its potential.
5) To think of one’s creative work as an artist’s craft and learn to talk and write about it from that point of view.
Course Schedule

July 06 Introduction; hand out course syllabus; explanation of course requirements.

             Creative Writing, Part I, The Creative Process, Chapters 1-4: overview, 

             discussion, writing exercises.

We will begin each class period with a review of assigned material and move on 

to a discussion of work by students. Please bring copies of the work you want to 

workshop or share for all participants in the course.

       07 Part II, Writing Fiction, Chapters 5 & 6

       08 Part II, Writing Fiction, Chapters 7-9

       09 Part II, Writing Fiction, Chapters 10 & 11; Journal Entries 1 & 2.

July 13 Bring a 4-5 page short story you have written for the fiction workshop. 

             Remember to bring enough copies to go around the class.
        14 Part III, Writing Poetry, Chapters 12 & 13       

        15 Part III, Writing Poetry, Chapters 14 & 15; Journal Entries 3 & 4.

        16 Part III, Writing Poetry, Chapters 16-18

        20 Bring a batch of 4-5 poems you have written for the poetry workshop. Remember

             to bring enough copies to go around the class.

        21 Part III, Life Writing, Chapters 19 & 20--Biography, Autobiography, Memoir
        22 Part III, Life Writing, Chapters 21 & 22--Biography, Autobiography, Memoir; 

             Journal Entries 5 & 6.

        23 Part III, Life Writing, Chapters, 23 & 24--Biography, Autobiography, Memoir

        27 Bring a 4-5 page sample of autobiographical writing you have produced for the 

             life writing workshop. Remember to bring enough copies to go around the class.
        28 Play writing—Handouts      

        29 Play writing—Handouts

        30 Bring a 4-5 page sample of dramatic writing you have produced for the drama 

             workshop. Remember to bring enough copies to go around the class.

        03 Summing up. Turn in portfolio of revised and finished work in all four 

             genres (4-5 page short story, a batch of 4-5 poems, 4-5 page sample of 

             autobiographical writing, 4-5 page example of dramatic writing).

Texts

Required:

Linda Anderson, Ed. Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings. Oxford: Routledge, 2006.

Right to make modifications to this syllabus reserved.

The Department of English requires that all assignments must be completed for a student to receive credit for the course. The college policy of penalization by 1/3 letter grade for each day an assignment or written work is late shall be followed. Punctuality, attendance, and coming prepared to class are crucial to this course. Considering the short span of this course, three missed classes without compelling cause or prior permission shall result in "F" for the course. Each absence without cause or excuse will affect the grade negatively in proportion. 

Journal Entries: Maintain a journal of ideas, readings, responses, and exercises through the duration of the semester. You will be expected to turn in six entries, each no more than a space-and-a-half printed page in length, during the course of this semester. 

Grading: Participation in class discussion, workshop, and response to work of other participants, 10%; Journal entries, 10%; Work in process (the 4 genres), 40 %; Portfolio of revised and finished work, 40%.

