Waqas Khwaja                                                                                                  Spring 2006

Buttrick 226, Ext. 5056                                                                                     TTh 3:30-4:45 PM

Office hours: W 3:00-5:00 PM                                                                          Buttrick 203

                        or by appointment

English 302

Senior Poetry Workshop

Course Schedule

Jan. 19 Introduction; hand out course syllabus; explanation of course requirements

Jan. 24 Exercises in verse form: pentameter, fourteeners, blank verse, couplets, tercets, quatrains         

       26 Exercises in verse form: pentameter, fourteeners, blank verse, couplets, tercets, quatrains

Jan. 31 Readings from Poetry in Theory, Part I, 1, 2, 3, 4; Discussion.

Feb.02 Exercises in verse form continued

       07 Readings from Poetry in Theory, Part I, 7, 8, 9, 10; Discussion, Presentations on

            The Strength of Poetry, Wilfred Owen’s Juvenilia

       09 Exercises in stanzaic forms

       14 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 13, 14, 15; Discussion, Presentations on The 

            Strength of Poetry, Philip Larkin: Wounded by Unshrapnel

       16 The Sonnet (Turn in first batch of poems in process—3-5 poems)
       21 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 19, 36, 51; Discussion, Presentations on The 

            Strength of Poetry, Goodbye to All That (Frost, Eliot, and Dunn—imperial poems 

            and beyond)
       23 Villanelle, Sestina, Ballade, Rondeau, etc.

       28 Villanelle, Sestina, Ballade, Rondeau, etc.
Mar.02 Odes, Pindaric, Horatian, Anacreonic

        07 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 57, 72; Discussion, Presentations on The 

             Strength of Poetry, The Orpheus of Ulster (Seamus Heaney, “An Open Letter”)

        09 Self-regulated class (Turn in second batch of 3-5 poems in process and

             revised versions of poems from the earlier batch)

Spring Break, March 13-17

        21 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 17, 28, 29; Discussion, Presentations on The 

             Strength of Poetry, Becoming Marianne Moore
        23 Blues

        28 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 58, 65, 71; Discussion, Presentations on The 

             Strength of Poetry, The Many Arts of Elizabeth Bishop
        30 On your own: share and discuss your work with each other

Apr. 04 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 33, 45, 46, 62; Discussion, Presentations on The 

             Strength of Poetry, Lady Lazarus (Sylvia Plath)

        06 Rap

        11 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 20, 22, 31; Discussion, Presentations on The 

             Strength of Poetry, Men, Women, and Beasts (D. H. Lawrence)

        13 Haiku and Tanka

Easter, April 14-16
        18 Readings from Poetry in Theory, 69, 70, 73; Discussion, Presentations on The 

             Strength of Poetry, Auden on Shakespeare’s Sonnets, etc.

        20 Ghazals

        25 Presentation of final project in class (8-12 finished poems)

        27 Presentation of final project in class (8-12 finished poems)

May 02 Summing up

Texts

Required:

Jon Cook, ed. Poetry in Theory: An Anthology, 1900-2000. Malden, USA: Blackwell 

     Publishers. 2004.

Fenton, James. The Strength of Poetry: Oxford Lectures. New York: Farrar, Straus, and 

     Giroux. 2001.

Recommended:

Any book of poems by your favorite poet.

Fraser, G. S. Metre, Rhyme and Free Verse. London: Metheun & Co., Distributed in the 

     U.S.A. by Barnes and Noble Inc. 1970.

Hollander, John. Rhyme’s Reason: A Guide to English Verse. New Haven and London: 

     Yale University Press. 1989.

Right to make modifications to this syllabus reserved.

The Department of English requires that all assignments must be completed for a student to receive credit for the course. The college policy of penalization by 1/3 letter grade for each day an assignment or written work is late shall be followed. Punctuality, attendance, and coming prepared to class are crucial to this course. Six missed classes without compelling cause or prior permission shall result in "F" for the course. Each absence without cause or excuse will affect the grade negatively in proportion. 

Class Presentations: Each of you is expected to make one oral presentation on a chapter from Fenton’s The Strength of Poetry during the course of the semester. This will be a 10 –15 minutes presentation and the details will be provided to you by Friday of the first week of class.

Jounal Entries: Maintain a journal of ideas, readings, responses, and exercises through the duration of the semester. You will be expected to turn in 3 sets of four entries each during the course of the semester. The dates when this will be due will be decided after consultation with you on the first day of class. 

Grading: Participation in class discussion and response to work of other participants, 10%; Class presentation, 15%; Journal entries, 15%; Work in progress (two batches), 30%; Final project (finished poems), 30%.

