Waqas Khwaja, Buttrick 226, Ext. 5056

Office hours: MW 2:00-3:30 PM

                             or by appointment                                                                               TR 9:30-10:45

 FALL 2003

ENGLISH 110

THE CRAFT OF WRITING

Course Objectives and Strategies

1) Introduction to various literary genres, poetry, short fiction, and plays.

2) To develop sophisticated ways of reading the text, i.e., go beyond the surface meaning, explore ideas and themes, become sensitive to the connotations of the text, the implications of its suggestive field, its allusions, and literary devices.

3) To become aware of the act of reading as an encounter between text and reader, of the consciousness, background, and attitudes one brings to the text.

4) To learn to talk about the text in a critical and analytical way in class discussions, and oral and group presentations.

5) To carry this critical and analytical approach to the act of writing. 

6) To develop reasonable competence in various types of college writing: personal essay, argumentation, close literary analysis, and a research-based critical appreciation.

7) To cultivate the art of revision and editing.

8) To learn to appraise critical sources in terms of their credibility and scholarly value and gain a firm understanding of the process of serious research.

9) To attain facility in using the MLA (Modern Language Association) style and standards of documentation and presentation.


COURSE SCHEDULE
Sep.  01 Introduction, syllabus, course requirements

         06 Elements of Drama, discussion; Antigone
         08 Antigone
         13 Antigone; Oedipus the King
         15 Oedipus the King
         20 Antigone’s trial; first 3-page paper due (a critical personal essay)

         22 St. Joan
         27 St. Joan
         29 Joan of Arc’s trial

Oct.  04 Approaches to the novel, discussion; Don Quixote

         06 Don Quixote
         11 Don Quixote
FALL BREAK: Oct. 13-16

        18 Don Quixote
        20 Don Quixote; second 3-paper due (book review)
        25 Moll Flanders

        27 Moll Flanders
Nov. 01 Moll Flanders
         03 Moll Flanders

        08 Approaches to poetry, discussion; third 3-page paper due (thesis-driven analytical paper)
        10 Against Forgetting presentations

        15 Against Forgetting presentations

        17 Against Forgetting presentations

        22 Bring in your research topic/proposals for discussion

THANKSGIVING: Nov. 23-27

        29 What have we done in this class? Discussion

Dec. 01 Bring in drafts of final research paper for peer review sessions and consultation
        06 Work on drafts continues

        08 Evaluations; Turn in final research paper, 6-8 pages

ASSIGNMENTS: ALL WORK TURNED IN SHOULD BE TYPED OR PRINTED ON A COMPUTER LETTER-QUALITY PRINTER. IT SHOULD BE DOUBLE-SPACED AND PROPERLY PROOFREAD FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL AND SPELLING ERRORS BEFORE IT IS SUBMITTED FOR EVALUATION. LAST MINUTE CORRECTIONS OF MINOR SPELLING MISTAKES OR PUNCTUATION ERRORS MAY BE MADE BY HAND. BE SURE TO FOLLOW THE CONVENTIONS OF THE MLA STYLESHEET AS DESCRIBED IN YOUR HANDBOOK. ALL STUDENTS MUST OBTAIN THE APPROVAL OF THE PROFESSOR FOR THE TOPICS OF THEIR RESEARCH PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS.
CLASS PARTICIPATION: STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED, NOT ONLY TO ATTEND THEIR CLASSES, BUT GENERATE AND/OR ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS. THEIR COMMENTS SHOULD INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL AND REFLECTED UPON IT ENOUGH TO WARRANT THE POSITIONS THEY TAKE AND THE OPINIONS THEY OFFER.

TRIALS: TWO STUDENTS WILL REPRESENT THE PROSECUTION AND TWO THE DEFENCE. THE REST OF THE CLASS WILL ACT AS JURY. BOTH THE PROSECUTION AND DEFENCE WILL PREPARE BRIEFS OF THEIR ARGUMENTS (NO MORE THAN 2 SINGLE-SPACED PAGES EACH) ON THE BASIS OF WHICH THEY WILL PRESENT THEIR CASE. COPIES OF THE BRIEFS NEED TO BE TURNED IN TO THE MEMBERS OF THE JURY AND YOUR PROFESSOR. THE JURY WILL DELIBERATE AND ANNOUNCE ITS DECISION. ON THE NEXT CLASS DAY THE JURY WILL TURN IN A WRITTEN COPY OF THEIR DECISION (AGAIN, NO MORE THAN 2 SINGLE-SPACED PAGES) DISCUSSING THE FACTS OF THE CASE, THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED AND THE BASIS OF THEIR DECISION. 

GROUP PRESENTATIONS: THE CLASS DIVIDES IN GROUPS OF TWO AND EACH GROUP PRESENTS ON A SELECTED SEGMENT OF POEMS FROM CAROLYN FORCHÉ’S AGAINST FORGETTING. THE PRESENTATIONS SHOULD BE CONCEIVED CREATIVELY SO THAT THEY ENGAGE YOUR AUDIENCE’S ATTENTION AND BE NO MORE THAN TWENTY MINUTES LONG. EACH GROUP PRESENTATION WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION. PRESENTATIONS WILL BE EVALUATED BOTH ON THE BASIS OF INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION AND COMBINED IMPACT AND EFFECTIVENESS. THEY SHOULD PRESENT, AMONG OTHER THINGS, A BACKGROUND OF THE POETS AND WORK DISCUSSED, IDENTIFY MAJOR THEMES AND FORMS, AND OFFER A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE POEMS.
KEY IDEAS FOR ANALYTICAL PAPERS: READ PRIMARY MATERIAL, CRITICALLY. IDENTIFY KEY IDEAS, FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS, LATENT SUGGESTIONS, HIDDEN AGENDAS ALONGWITH THE OVERT AND MANIFEST SENSE. REMEMBER, YOU ARE NOT PARAPHRASING, SO AVOID OFFERING THE SURFACE MEANING. WHAT LIES BEHIND THE OBVIOUS WORDS, THE UNDERLYING IMPLICATIONS, THE DEEPER DESIGN OR INTENT IS WHAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO GET AT. SO ASK QUESTIONS AS YOU GO ALONG: WHY PARTICULAR NARRATIVE CHOICES ARE MADE, HOW THEY AFFECT OR ATTEMPT TO AFFECT OUR ATTITUDES, RESPONSE AND READING, WHAT KIND OF TONE IS BEING USED, IS THE APPROACH REASONABLE, WHAT KIND OF BIASES, IF ANY, ARE AT WORK, IS HISTORICAL DETAIL ACCURATELY PRESENTED, OR IS IT FUDGED AND MANIPULATED, AND IF SO, TO WHAT PURPOSE, ETC. CHOOSE THEN A TOPIC THAT INTERESTS YOU. MAKE SURE IT SUITS THE LENGTH OF THE PAPER YOU ARE ASSIGNED TO WRITE. BE SURE TO HAVE A DEFINITE IDEA, A THESIS OR ARGUMENT, YOU WANT TO PRESENT IN THAT PAPER. EXPRESS IT CLEARLY. FIND AND ORGANIZE MATERIAL THAT SUPPORTS AND ILLUSTRATES YOUR THESIS. DEVELOP YOUR THESIS OR IDEA TO LEAD YOUR READER TO A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECT OR A VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO IT. ALWAYS PREPARE A ROUGH DRAFT. EDIT, REVISE, AND, IF NECESSARY, REORGANIZE YOUR MATERIAL TO GIVE YOUR FINAL DRAFT A BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END, EACH PART LEADING TO AND EVOLVING INTO THE NEXT. MAKE YOUR CONCLUSIONS STRONG, PERHAPS OPENING UP NEW POSSIBILITIES, BUT DO NOT RESTATE OR REPEAT YOUR THESIS AT THE END WHEN YOU HAVE ALREADY EXPRESSED IT IN AN EARLIER PART OF YOUR PAPER. 

RESEARCH PAPERS: IN ADDITION TO THE SUGGESTIONS ABOVE, USE LIBRARY AND COMPUTER RESOURCES TO FIND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, ARTICLES, OR BOOKS ON YOUR SUBJECT. USE A VARIETY OF SOURCES, AND DO NOT RELY FOR MORE THAN 30% OF YOUR SECONDARY MATERIAL FROM INTERNET AND DIGITAL DATABASES. INCORPORATE IN YOUR PAPER ONLY THE RELEVANT PORTION OF THE INFORMATION GATHERED. ENTER INTO A DIALOGUE WITH THE CRITICS AND SCHOLARS YOU CITE. NEVER QUOTE PASSIVELY, I.E., JUST FOR THE SAKE OF QUOTING OR ORNAMENTATION. INTEGRATE THE QUOTED MATERIAL INTO THE STRUCTURE OF YOUR ARGUMENT AND EXPOSITION.

THESE ARE YOUR GUIDELINES AND SUGGESTIONS. USE THEM INTELLIGENTLY AND IMAGINATIVELY. 

TURN IN YOUR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS IN FOLDERS, AND KEEP A FULL DUPLICATE RECORD OF YOUR WORK WITH YOU AS A RULE.

CONFERENCES: STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SET UP INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES FOR DISCUSSING THEIR WORK AND PLANNING THEIR ASSIGNMENTS. TWO CONFERENCES ARE COMPULSORY FOR EACH COURSE PARTICIPANT.

LATE PAPERS, ATTENDANCE, PUNCTUALITY: THE COLLEGE POLICIES PRESCRIBE PENALIZATION FOR ASSIGNMENTS COMPLETED AFTER THE DUE DATE. A THIRD OF A LETTER GRADE WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR EACH EXTRA DAY TAKEN TO COMPLETE AN ASSIGNMENT. AN EXTENSION MAY BE GRANTED ONLY UNDER EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. CLASS ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY AS IS PUNCTUALITY. THIS IS EXPECTED OF ALL OF YOU. BUT FOUR MISSED CLASSES WITHOUT COMPELLING CAUSE OR PRIOR PERMISSION FROM YOUR PROFESSOR WILL RESULT IN "F" FOR THE COURSE. FIVE PERCENTAGE POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR EACH UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE, THREE POINTS FOR HABITUAL TARDINESS. JOINING THE CLASS LATER THAN FIVE MINUTES AFTER THE SCHEDULED TIME MORE THAN TWICE DURING THE SEMESTER WILL BE CONSIDERED "HABITUAL TARDINESS." 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH REQUIRES THAT ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED IF A STUDENT IS TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE COURSE. 
GRADES: THE FINAL GRADE SHALL BE CALCULATED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 1) ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSION, 5%; 2) GROUP PRESENTATIONS, 15%; 3) THREE SHORT PAPERS, 45%; 4) SIX TO EIGHT-PAGE RESEARCH PAPER, 20%; 5) TRIALS, 15%.

TEXTS

Sophocles. Antigone.
Sophocles. Oedipus the King.
Bernard Shaw. St. Joan.

Migel de Cervantes. Don Quixote.

Daniel Defoe. Moll Flanders.

Carolyn Forché, ed. Against Forgetting.
St. Martin’s Handbook.

FILMS
Antigone.

Joan of Arc.

Don Quixote.

Moll Flanders.
Your professor reserves the right to make modifications to this syllabus if it becomes necessary.

Students are encouraged come prepared every class day with a printed or typed response of 5-7 sentences (one paragraph) to the readings for the day, generating issues and ideas for discussion, or raising questions that they feel are seminal to their understanding of the text.

