Professor: Waqas Khwaja

Buttrick 216, Ext. 5056

Office hours: MW, 2-4; T, 4:30-5:30

or by appointment


 SPRING 2002

FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR

STRANGERS IN THE METROPOLIS: DIASPORA CULTURES IN POST-IMPERIAL LONDON
ENGLISH 190G
MWF 12:00-12:50

This seminar proposes to investigate how the dispersed populations from former British colonies and dominions, Africans, Indians, Bengalis, Pakistanis, West Indians, to name a few, have affected the social regimes and the cultural landscape of London. We shall look at written texts (literature), movies, a BBC Channel IV documentary on a famous Pakistani poet, private video clips of a religious procession in Southall, one of the most vibrant ethnic quarters of the city, segments of various promotional and travel documentaries on London, and a selection of art works and artifacts from former British colonies to get a sense of the ways the motley members of the diaspora from across the world have been appropriated by the city and how, with the color, variety, and richness they have brought to the life of the metropolis, they in turn both attempt and resist assimilation. The work of both well-recognized and lesser-known writers, performers, and artists will be the focus of our attention and discussion. The course will thus use multi-media texts and technologies to supplement traditional materials and modes of instruction. A list of assigned texts is included with your syllabus.

I hope that the seminar will help to enhance our understanding of the complex nature of British imperial influence on populations and groups from former colonies. It should also allow us to see how formerly colonized people are themselves influencing the cultural and social landscape of the very metropolis that was once seen as the arbiter elegantiarum of the world. In many ways, despite the dismantling of the Empire, London still appears to exert a powerful influence on the lives of people across the world. Not only do people from post-imperial countries aspire to visit and spend time there, it is a city that they, through the regimen of education in their own countries, still know better in their imagination than perhaps many others in their native land. London continues today to be a place of diverse and stirring creative activity, and it maintains still the place names and sites, the lanes and byways that attest to its own variegated past history and power. From the point of view of the immigrant and visitor from erstwhile colonies however, it is a place whose imprimatur valorizes the productions and performances of their own people even to this day. No wonder, then, that it is seen as the premier site for new literatures in English and other postcolonial productions and activities.

The course is conceived as a highly interactive seminar, and I expect the participants to be ready and willing to share their ideas and responses in the classroom without reserve and hesitation. I also urge you to bring in other material on the subject that you might discover during your research or casual browsing and find interesting and helpful in gaining a richer view of our course of study. I will be happy to accommodate it. 


COURSE SCHEDULE
JAN.    


16 Introduction, hand out syllabus and discuss course requirements 


18 Show excerpts from London video in class; discussion


21 Extravagant Strangers; 1-62


23 ES; 62-109


25 ES; 109-157


28 ES; 157-217


30 ES; 217-267

FEB.
01 ES; 267-307


04 

06 To Sir With Love 


08 TSWL


11 TSWL

13 TSWL


15 TSWL


18 Six-page research paper due


20 White Teeth


22 

25 WT


27 WT

MAR.
01 WT


04 WT


06 WT


08 
                                                         SPRING BREAK: 09 - 17

18 The Crow Eaters; Six-page research paper due


20 CE


22 CE


25 CE

27 CE

EASTER BREAK: 29-31

APR.
01 CE


03 East is East


05 EIE


08 EIE


10 EIE

12 Faiz Ahmad Faiz video

15 Faiz

17 SAARC--NO CLASSES
19 Faiz 
22 My Son the Fanatic 

24 MSTF


26 MSTF

29 MSTF 
MAY
01 Summing up; Eight-page research paper due

ASSIGNMENTS: ALL WORK TURNED IN SHOULD BE TYPED OR PRINTED ON A COMPUTER LETTER-QUALITY PRINTER. IT SHOULD BE DOUBLE-SPACED AND PROPERLY PROOFREAD FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL AND SPELLING ERRORS BEFORE IT IS SUBMITTED FOR EVALUATION. LAST MINUTE CORRECTIONS OF MINOR SPELLING MISTAKES OR PUNCTUATION ERRORS MAY BE MADE BY HAND. BE SURE TO FOLLOW THE CONVENTIONS OF THE MLA STYLESHEET AS DESCRIBED IN YOUR HANDBOOK. ALL STUDENTS MUST OBTAIN THE APPROVAL OF THE PROFESSOR FOR THE TOPICS OF THEIR RESEARCH PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS.
CLASS PARTICIPATION: STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED, NOT ONLY TO ATTEND THEIR CLASSES, BUT GENERATE AND/OR ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS. THEIR COMMENTS SHOULD INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE READ THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL AND REFLECTED UPON IT ENOUGH TO WARRANT THE POSITIONS THEY TAKE AND THE OPINIONS THEY OFFER.

INDIVIDUAL ORAL PRESENTATIONS: EACH COURSE PARTICIPANT IS EXPECTED TO MAKE AN ORAL PRESENTATION, NOT LESS THAN 10 AND NO MORE THAN 15 MINUTES LONG, ON A SUBJECT OF CHOICE FROM THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL. THE PREFERED DAY OF PRESENTATION, WHICH SHOULD BE ON THE ASSIGNED TOPIC/TEXT FOR THE DAY, MUST BE RESERVED WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASSES. DUPLICATION SHOULD BE STRICTLY AVOIDED, SO TOPICS NEED TO BE FINALIZED EARLY IN CONSULTATION WITH YOUR PROFESSOR. THE PRESENTATIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A DISCUSSION ON THE POINTS ADVANCED AND INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE SPEAKER. PRESENTATIONS MUST REFLECT A PERSONAL VIEW OF THE SUBJECT, ARRIVED AT AFTER CAREFUL APPRAISAL OF THE TEXT AND/OR SELECTED TOPIC, SUPPLEMENTED BY SOME RESEARCH ON IT. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BE INNOVATIVE IN THE WAY THEY CONCEIVE AND MAKE THEIR PRESENTATIONS. THEY MAY USE SLIDES, FILM AND VIDEO EXCERPTS, MUSIC, OR OTHER MATERIAL TO ILLUSTRATE THEIR POINTS IN A PERSUASIVE MANNER.

RESEARCH PAPERS: CHOOSE A SUBJECT THAT INTERESTS YOU. MAKE SURE IT SUITS THE LENGTH OF THE PAPER YOU ARE ASSIGNED TO WRITE. BE SURE TO HAVE A CLEAR IDEA, A THESIS, YOU WANT TO PRESENT IN THAT PAPER. EXPRESS IT CLEARLY. FIND AND ORGANIZE MATERIAL THAT SUPPORTS AND ILLUSTRATES YOUR THESIS. DEVELOP YOUR THESIS OR IDEA TO LEAD YOUR READER TO A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECT OR A VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO IT. ALWAYS PREPARE A ROUGH DRAFT. EDIT, REVISE, AND, IF NECESSARY, REORGANIZE YOUR MATERIAL TO GIVE YOUR FINAL DRAFT A BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END, EACH PART LEADING TO AND EVOLVING INTO THE NEXT. MAKE YOUR CONCLUSIONS STRONG, PERHAPS OPENING UP NEW POSSIBILITIES, BUT DO NOT RESTATE OR REPEAT YOUR THESIS AT THE END WHEN YOU HAVE ALREADY EXPRESSED IT IN AN EARLIER PART OF YOUR PAPER. CONSULT YOUR HANDBOOK IF YOU RUN INTO DIFFICULTIES. LET SOMEONE YOU CAN TRUST LOOK AT AND DISCUSS YOUR PAPER WITH YOU. 

USE LIBRARY AND COMPUTER RESOURCES TO FIND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, ARTICLES, OR BOOKS ON YOUR SUBJECT. USE A VARIETY OF SOURCES, AND DO NOT RELY FOR MORE THAN 30% OF YOUR SECONDARY MATERIAL FROM INTERNET AND DIGITAL DATABASES. INCORPORATE IN YOUR PAPER ONLY THE RELEVANT PORTION OF THE INFORMATION GATHERED. ENTER INTO A DIALOGUE WITH THE CRITICS AND SCHOLARS YOU CITE. NEVER QUOTE PASSIVELY, I.E., JUST FOR THE SAKE OF QUOTING OR ORNAMENTATION. INTEGRATE THE QUOTED MATERIAL INTO THE STRUCTURE OF YOUR ARGUMENT AND EXPOSITION.

THESE ARE YOUR GUIDELINES AND SUGGESTIONS. USE THEM INTELLIGENTLY AND IMAGINATIVELY. MODIFY AND EXPAND THEM IF YOU CAN GET BETTER RESULTS BY DOING SO. 

TURN IN YOUR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS IN FOLDERS, AND KEEP A FULL DUPLICATE RECORD OF YOUR WORK WITH YOU AS A RULE.

CONFERENCES: STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SET UP INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES FOR DISCUSSING THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THEIR WORK AND FOR EXPLORING WAYS AND MEANS OF IMPROVING IT. TWO CONFERENCES PER SEMESTER ARE MANDATORY.
LATE PAPERS, ATTENDANCE, PUNCTUALITY: THE COLLEGE POLICIES PRESCRIBE PENALIZATION FOR ASSIGNMENTS COMPLETED AFTER THE DUE DATE. A THIRD OF A LETTER GRADE WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR EACH EXTRA DAY TAKEN TO COMPLETE THE ASSIGNMENT. AN EXTENSION MAY BE GRANTED ONLY UNDER EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. CLASS ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY AS IS PUNCTUALITY. THIS IS EXPECTED OF ALL OF YOU. BUT SIX MISSED CLASSES WITHOUT COMPELLING CAUSE OR PRIOR PERMISSION FROM YOUR PROFESSOR WILL RESULT IN "F" FOR THE COURSE. FIVE PERCENTAGE POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR EACH UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE, THREE POINTS FOR HABITUAL TARDINESS. JOINING THE CLASS LATER THAN FIVE MINUTES AFTER THE SCHEDULED TIME MORE THAN TWICE DURING THE SEMESTER WILL BE CONSIDERED "HABITUAL TARDINESS." 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH REQUIRES THAT ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED IF A STUDENT IS TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE COURSE. 
GRADES: THE FINAL GRADE SHALL BE CALCULATED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER: 1) ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSION, 10%; 2) INDIVIDUAL ORAL PRESENTATION, 10%; 3) ONE-PAGE TYPED RESPONSE FOR EACH CLASS DAY, 25%; 4) TWO SIX-PAGE RESEARCH PAPERS, 25%; 5) EIGHT-PAGE RESEARCH PAPER, 30%. 

TEXTS:
Braithwaite, Edward Ricardo. To Sir With Love. Berkley Publishing Group. 1990.

Gupta, Sunetra. Memories of Rain. Grove/Atlanta.

Khan-Din, Ayub. East is East. Talk Miramax Books. 2000.

Kureshi, Hanif. My Son the Fanatic. Faber and Faber. 1998.

Phillips, Caryl, (ed.). Extravagant Strangers: A Literature of Belonging. Random House. 1998.

Sidhwa, Bapsi. The Crow Eaters. Minnesota: Milkweed Editions, 1991.

Smith, Zadie. White Teeth. Random House. 2000.

Handouts (Details will be provided in due course).

FILMS AND VIDEOS:

To Sir With Love.

East is East.

My Son the Fanatic.

Faiz Ahmad Faiz. BBC, Channel IV Production.

Various videos on and about the city London.

Screening schedule to be announced.

Your professor reserves the right to make amendments and modifications to this syllabus if the need arises.

